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16 January 2023

Fauvism, the first avant-garde movement of the new century 
The 1905 retrospective of Vincent Van Gogh revealed to a new generation of artists the power of expressive colour and 
form. We examine how Fauves including Matisse and Derain were initially inspired by the works of Post-
Impressionists, including Van Gogh, before finding their own visual language, shocking both critics and public in the 
process. 

23 January 2023

‘Primitive’ influences 
Colonialism brought back to Europe an abundance of ‘tribal’ art and artefacts. Modern artists witnessed the rise in 
popularity of these objects in ethnographic museums in Paris, London and Dresden. Their response to ‘primitivism’ 
would radically change Western art. 

30 January 2023

Picasso in Paris, the rise of Cubism 
By 1907 Picasso had progressed through two early but key periods in his career. However his seminal work ‘Les 
Demoiselles d’Avignon’, painted in that year, ushered in a new way of seeing. In the process he developed Cubism, 
alongside Braque and other artists, frequently considered the most influential style of the Modern Era. 

6 February 2023

Expressionism in German art 
During this period, artists in Germany were looking inwards. The intent to express human emotions and feelings was 
key to their work. Two distinct branches emerged from this; Die Brücke led by Kirchner and Der Blaue Reiter which 
counted Kandinsky and Franz Marc amongst its members. 

13 February 2023

Abstraction 
The German art historian Wilhelm Worringer published his most famous work ‘Abstraction and Empathy’ in 1908. In 
this book Worringer strives to make sense of the abstract art which was increasing in popularity in the early 20th 
Century. 
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