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5 June 2023

Rococo. 
Originating in the royal courts of the early 1700s, this style celebrated ostentatious decoration with a focus on frivolous 
themes. The pastel coloured, softly handled forms in works by painters including Boucher, Watteau and Fragonard 
were seen by the aristocracy as an antidote to the sombre, religious works of the previous century. Rococo would 
dominate not only the visual arts but also architecture, design and the decorative arts for most of the 18th Century.

12 June 2023

18th Century British Art. 
Painters in Britain did not fully succumb to developments in continental Europe at this time. Artists such as Stubbs 
and Joseph Wright of Derby instead applied a scientific eye to their depictions of man and nature.  Some of the most 
iconic and original portraitists in British history were active in this period, including Gainsborough, Reynolds and 
Lawrence, who counted the highest members of society amongst their patrons.

19 June 2023

Italy in the late 18th. 
Despite losing its pre-eminence as a major centre for art, Italy nevertheless continued to produce outstanding artists. 
Canaletto’s scenes of Venice became popular in wealthy households across Europe. Tiepolo achieved acclaim for his 
frescoes in Venetian palazzos, leading to important commissions in other European cities. Italy was an essential 
destination for wealthy noblemen intent on absorbing the country’s classical history whilst on the Grand Tour. 

26 June 2023

Neoclassicism. 
The rediscovery and excavation of Pompeii and Herculaneum in the first half of the 1700s led to a major revival in 
classical antiquity. Neoclassicism would, by the end of the century, become the dominant style in both art and 
architecture. Rejecting the superficial subject matter of the Rococo, practitioners including David and Canova created 
works depicting classical themes designed to inspire a sense of grandeur and nobility.

3 July 2023

Romanticism. 
As the physical landscape of Europe changed during the Industrial Revolution, many artists, writers and thinkers 
explored the relationship between man and nature. These included the German painter Friedrich and England’s 
Turner and Constable. Elsewhere, the powers of the human imagination were employed to challenge the rational 
limits imposed on the formal features of art by Neoclassicism. Romanticism by the first decades of the 19th Century 
would be emotive, dramatic, spiritual and also wholly unique in the history of art.
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