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27 February 2023

Italian Futurism 
In the first decades of the 20th Century, a relatively new Italy was making concerted efforts to be perceived as a 
modern entity alongside its European neighbours. A ‘Futurist’ manifesto, published in 1909 by the poet Marinetti, 
urged artists and society to embrace the modern world of machinery, industry and protest. 

6 March 2023

Dadaism 
Originating as a protest against the war which was raging across Europe, this movement began in neutral 
Switzerland before spreading to Paris. The seemingly nonsensical work produced by Dadaist artists was in tune with a 
society struggling to make sense of the devastations wrought by the First World War. 

13 March 2023

Return to Order 
Avant-garde art produced up to the end of WW1 was designed to show an optimistic, progressive modern world. The 
realities of a brutal war instead demonstrated how, with the machinery of warfare and the agendas of governments, 
little had changed. Artists including Picasso rejected their radical experiments and instead returned to art designed to 
inspire and ennoble the human spirit. 

20 March 2023

Surrealism 
The psychoanalytical theories of Freud, published at the beginning of the century, would have a profound effect on 
artists and writers between the wars. Practitioners including Breton, Oppenheim and Dali sought to illustrate the 
'unconscious' and the complex workings of the human mind. 

27 March 2023

Aftermath 
Many artists migrated to the United States in the lead up to WW2, some fleeing Europe to avoid persecution. Their 
influence on American practitioners of the 1940s and 50s can be intrinsically linked to movements including Abstract 
Expressionism and Pop Art. The US film and fashion industries were similarly responsive to European concepts and 
styles. 
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