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COMMUNITY BENEFIT
We're an arts education charity, largely funded by our course fees. Each year we offer around £80,000 in 

bursaries to help students access our academic courses. We are also committed to a programme of outreach 

and community art activities: we offer free spaces on our Young Artists courses to local children, work with local 

disability groups to provide tuition, and share our studio and gallery spaces with other organisations and artists. 

We are also committed to driving community benefits beyond these direct activities. 

As well as helping us to achieve our core educational aims and objectives, a proportion of donated income goes 

directly to helping one of our outreach programmes. 

ABOUT ART ACADEMY LONDON

Art Academy London (AAL) is an artist-led independent art school 

and charity based in Central London. Founded in 2000, we run 

a range of art education programmes for all ages and skill levels, 

including specialist long-term courses and evening, weekend and 

short courses.

We've built a reputation for helping every artist reach their 

potential and taking care of everyone that joins our vibrant 

community; from developing our students’ artistic vision and 

technical skills, to supporting London’s practising artists through 

employment and low-cost studio space. 

What sets us apart from the standard contemporary art school 

model is our unique teaching approach: with maximum class 

sizes of 15, our expert tutors can invest time in providing tailored, 

hands-on tuition, ensuring that every student feels included and 

supported.



OUR PRINCIPLES

WE’RE AN ARTIST-LED INSTITUTION | 

We provide courses designed and delivered by expert, practising 

artists, for the artists of the future.

WE BELIEVE IN THE VALUE OF ART EDUCATION |

For personal development, wellbeing and fulfillment; for society’s 

vitality and health, now and in the future; and for the economic 

health of the UK, through employment not just in creative industries 

but across all sectors by teaching transferable skills. 

WE CHAMPION ART FOR ALL | 

We believe everyone should have access to high-quality art 

education. We provide a range of courses to suit all levels of skill 

and commitment; we have a dedicated resource for students with 

special needs; we offer bursaries for our academic programmes; we 

undertake outreach programmes; and we work with partners to offer 

creative sessions for staff. 

WE’RE A VIBRANT, ARTISTIC COMMUNITY |

We are not just our student body, but also the expert practising 

artists that we employ as tutors; artists that we support with 

exhibition and low-cost studio space in Central London; and our 

partner institutions and peers.

HELP DIGITISE AAL

THE PROBLEM

Like so many arts charities, Art Academy London is experiencing 
unprecedented challenges due to Covid-19. As a central London art 
school, the decreased footfall (currently at 40% of normal) and the 
social distancing required in the studios has hugely affected the 
numbers normally attending our public courses. We now need to 
expand our online course offering, at speed, to ensure survival. 

THE VISION

The new AAL online public course platform 

In January 2021, we are launching the platform starting with our 
most popular courses, including: 

Drawing For Beginners, Introduction To Oil Painting, Portrait 
Painting, Developing Drawing; as well as building a Young Artist 
Programme. 

We would then widen our offer to include lessons for community 
benefit; these would include:

• Offering a professional development course for teachers. 

• An online graduate programme. 

• A schools package for teachers to support their teachers.



INVESTMENT NEEDED
During lockdown the Academy team developed a new platform 
which gives online access to lessons including films, images and 
exercises from our incredibly popular courses. We have a team of 
highly experienced artists with the teaching skills and course writing 
expertise to help develop an amazing online experience. 

WHAT WE ARE ASKING FOR 

Each Online Course will cost £3000 to digitise. 

Cost breakdown: 

£500 course development

£1500 filming and editing 

£500 digital programming & hosting 

£500 Academy core cost  
Total investment needed to launch 15 courses: £45,000

To donate please visit:

www.artacademy.org.uk/course/digital-development

SPONSORSHIP AND BRANDING OPPORTUNITIES FOR INVESTORS

We are looking for socially responsible corporate investors.

Please contact Sophie sophie@artacademy.org.uk or 07790 105 227 for 
further discussion. 

We are a small school and would take a bespoke approach to 
recognising and/or brand awareness opportunities for each 
investment.

OUR TEAM
ROB PEPPER | PRINCIPAL

Rob is Principal of AAL, and a keynote speaker at other 

universities including Central Saint Martins. He exhibits 

internationally, including the UK, US and China, and 

has undertaken a number of high-profile commissions. 

In 2018, two of Rob’s original works were given as 

a state gift from the Prime Minister to President Xi 

Jinping in a visit to China. 

SUE SPAULL | DIRECTOR OF PROGRAMMES

Sue heads up all our academic programmes. She is a 

figurative painter and exhibits in London. She has had 

her work shown in the Mall Galleries as part of the 

Royal Society of Portrait Painters Annual Exhibition 

and the Federation of British Artists’ Exhibition. Sue 

previously taught on the Foundation Course at the 

Hampstead Institute, London.

SOPHIE SINGH | DIRECTOR OF DEVELOPMENT

Sophie has a background in Arts Programming, 

Development and Communications. Prior to joining 

AAL in 2016, she worked at Grey London as the 

account lead for Tate Galleries. Sophie's passion lies 

in connecting new audiences with the life-changing 

potential of art. She holds an MA from The Courtauld 

Institute of Art.

ROXANA HALLS | CONTEMPORARY PORTRAITURE 

PATHWAY LEADER

Roxana leads our Contemporary Portraiture FD. Her 

work has been exhibited at numerous group shows 

and is held in several private and public collections in 

the UK and internationally. She has won several awards, 

and her work has been featured in Time Out, Modern 

Painters, Art of England, The Independent, The Sunday 

Telegraph and The London Evening Standard. 

ALISON HAND | BA PROGRAMME LEADER

Alison is our BA Programme Leader. She also teaches 

studio practice, and painting and drawing modules. 

She graduated from the Royal College of Art with 

an MA in Painting. She has exhibited across the UK, 

Germany and Hong Kong. Her work has won numerous 

awards and she is a published art writer.

JULIAN WILD | SCULPTURE PATHWAY LEADER

Julian leads our Sculpture FD. He is a UK-based 

sculptor with 20 years’ teaching experience at 

institutions including Morley College, Loughborough 

University, Kingston University and The Ruskin. He 

has held numerous exhibitions and has completed 

commissions for Cass Sculpture Foundation, Fidelity 

Investments and Oxford University. Julian is Vice-

President of The Royal British Society of Sculptors.

DARREN NAIRN | DIRECTOR OF ACADEMIC QUALITY, 

STANDARDS & STUDENT EXPERIENCE

Darren is a responsible for quality assurance and 

enhancement at AAL. A Fine Art graduate and 

practitioner, Darren also has a degree in Graphic Design 

and previously worked in the photographic industry. 

He holds a post-graduate teaching qualification; prior 

to joining AAL in 2016 he worked in further education, 

teaching and leading an Art & Design department. 

http://www.artacademy.org.uk/course/digital-development


STUDENT TESTIMONIALS

“I started at AAL in 
Foundation year, and because 
of the quality of teaching, 
the amount I learned in that 
year, the facilities - and of 
course the great times I had 
- I decided to stay on for the 
three-year Diploma. I really 
feel fortunate to be at an art 
school where you actually get 
taught techniques and you are 
still given the space to flourish 
personally.”

SHANKAR NIELSEN

"AAL definitely feels like a 
family – a small community 
where you can be involved as 
much or as little as you like. 
I am pleased to say I have 
grown more confident in 
my work and how I express 
myself on canvas. The whole 
experience has very much 
been a transformative 
journey, not only in terms 
of my art but also within 
myself.”

IAYSHA SALIH

“My first time painting from 
life and using oils was at AAL 
in 2017, through a wonderful 
10-week Portrait Painting 
evening class. I then started 
the Contemporary Portrait 
Diploma; in my second term 
I studied Self-Portrait with 
Roxana Halls and got selected 
for Sky Portrait Artist Of 
The Year 2019 with one of the 
paintings I produced during 
this class!”

SUZON LAGARDE

"AAL was a place of creativity 
readjustment. It taught me 
meaning through questioning 
my work and the reason for 
creating every aspect of it. 
Since leaving AAL, I've directed 
my interests into conservation. 
Currently, I work for Historic 
Royal Palaces as a preventive 
conservator, as part of the 
London Palaces Team and 
Hillsborough (Northern 
Ireland).”

NELSON GARCIA
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THANK YOU

APPENDIX
GOVERNANCE & INFRASTRUCTURE

Charity objectives, 
aims and activities:

Our purpose is to 
inspire and uplift 
society through art 
and art education, 
and to provide 
access to an art 
experience for all 
the community.

ORGANISATIONAL STRUCTURE
AAL is overseen by the Principal, who reports to and consults the Trustees at Trustee 
meetings as well as on a matters arising basis. The Trustees are also Directors of the 
charity for the purposes of the Companies Act 2006. The Trustees have adopted 
the provisions of the Statement of Recommended Practice (SORP) ‘Accounting and 
Reporting by Charities’, issued in March 2005.

PRINCIPAL  

Rob Pepper

TRUSTEES
Damien Fennell, Melanie Gerlis, Paul Harris, Kate Gordon, Jenna Littler, Simon 

Leggatt (Associate), Daniel Wright, Amir Zahedi (Secretary)

REGISTERED COMPANY NUMBER

03801729 (England and Wales)

REGISTERED CHARITY NUMBER 

1078804

REGISTERED OFFICE 

Mermaid Court, 165A Borough High Street, London SE1 1HR

AUDITORS 
UHY Kent LLP, Chartered Accountants and Statutory Auditors, Thames House, 
Roman Square, Sittingbourne, Kent ME10 4BJ


